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List of events and exhibitions in and outside Amste rdam 2009 
 

 
This calendar of events contains information about exhibitions and events in Amsterdam and the 
region in 2009. For detailed information about events, organisations and locations, please contact 
the information number of Amsterdam Tourism & Convention Board or visit 
www.amsterdamtourist.com or www.amsterdamartcity.com (from December 2008 online).   
From abroad, please dial: 0031 (0)20 55 25 25 or send an email to info@atcb.nl.  
To download the list of events visit www.atcb.nl  
The following abbreviations are used in this calendar:  
 
AAC Amsterdam Art City  
* Annual event 
AF  Amsterdam Festivals. For more information on Amsterdam Festivals see: 
www.amsterdamfestivals.com 
 

 
 
Amsterdam Art City 2009   
During the Amsterdam Art City 2009 theme year the Dutch capital will give its museum treasures 
centre stage. The main reason for this is the opening of the Hermitage Amsterdam – the most 
important branch of the famous Hermitage Museum outside Saint Petersburg – and the new 
Stedelijk Museum, boasting one of the most impressive collections of modern art and design in the 
world. The new Hermitage will mean yet another top-class attraction for Amsterdam, of the same 
calibre as the Rijksmuseum and the Concertgebouworkest – Amsterdam’s Concert Hall Orchestra. 
Next year the Van Gogh Museum will moreover be hosting a unique exhibition focusing on Van 
Gogh and the colours of the night, whose highlight will be ‘Starry Night’ – one of the most famous 
paintings in the world on loan from New York’s MoMA. Amsterdam will be the only European city to 
host this exhibition.  
 
Amsterdam has for many years ranked among the most important cultural cities in Europe, with 
leading attractions such as the Rijksmuseum, the Van Gogh Museum, the Royal Concert Hall 
Orchestra, The Dutch Opera and a magnificent wealth of ancient and modern architecture. With 
the opening of the two new large museums and the special exhibitions in 2009 Amsterdam will 
strengthen this leading position. 
 
Holland Art Cities 

The opening of various important museums in Amsterdam in 2009 and 2010 is the reason for the 
Netherlands Board of Tourism and Conventions to focus on the theme ‘Holland Art Cities’ these 
two years. Ten world-famous museums and the cities of Amsterdam, Rotterdam, The Hague and 
Utrecht are working closely together in this promotional effort. Several of the most impressive 
museums in the world are to be found within less than one hour’s travelling distance from one 
another. In Amsterdam they are the Rijksmuseum, Hermitage Amsterdam, the Van Gogh Museum 
and the Stedelijk Museum. The four Dutch cities offer the greatest concentration of art and cultural 
activities per square kilometre worldwide. Featuring at least twenty exhibitions in two years’ time, 
the programme is an absolute must for any art lover. 
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The Masterpieces - Rijksmuseum 
You can still enjoy The Masterpieces in the Philips Wing of the Rijksmuseum throughout 2009. 
This exhibition comprises the highlights of northern Dutch painting and sculpture, crafts and 
history of the Golden Age. Admire the masterpieces of Rembrandt, Vermeer, Jacob van 
Ruysdael, Frans Hals and Jan Steen. The collection’s highlight is obviously Rembrandt’s 
‘Nightwatch’. The renowned dolls’ houses, special Delftware and silver from the Golden Age are 
also worth your while. 
AAC 
 
Please DO touch! + NEMO: play along! + Science fasc inates + What do you have between 
your ears? – Science Center NEMO 
Through various playful exhibitions, NEMO introduces young and old to a world of science and 
technology. Five floors are filled with constantly renewed exhibitions, theatre shows, films,  
workshops and demonstrations. Smell, hear, feel and see how the world works. Everything is 
interactive, so you can play along! 
 
Canal Museums:  Museum Ons’ Lieve Heer op Solder (Our Lord in the A ttic), Museum het 
Rembrandthuis (Rembrandt House), Museum Willet-Holt huysen, Museum Van Loon, Huis 
Marseille, photography museum, Bijbels Museum/ de C romhouthuizen (Biblical museum) 
The Amsterdam canals and the breath-taking estates which line them are a reminder of times 
past. Behind the façades of these houses lie centuries of historic interior design. The seven Canal 
houses offer a magnificent array of styles, from 17th-century opulent simplicity to 19th-century 
revival. From traditional kitchens and exquisite stairwells to painted ceilings. Each museum has its 
own distinct character, reflected in its collection and exhibitions. They add an extra dimension to a 
visit to Amsterdam. Discover these surprising museums for yourself, and explore the city from a 
new, unique perspective. 
 
Several exhibitions – Foam_ Fotografiemuseum 
Foam is a centre for photography in all forms: independent, documentary, applied, historical and 
contemporary. It is a museum with an international allure and a creative hub where photographers 
can meet and participate in forums and symposiums. The museum showcases young talent in 
addition to many big name photographers like Malick Sibidé, Kors van Bennekom, Pieter Hugo 
and Kees Scherer.  
 
Several exhibitions – Hortus Botanicus Amsterdam  
The Hortus Botanicus of Amsterdam from 1638 is one of the oldest botanical gardens in the 
world. In almost four centuries of eventful history the Hortus has evolved from a medicinal herb 
garden for the benefit of Amsterdam’s doctors and pharmacists into a pleasure garden, a garden 
of delight in the centre of the city. 
  
VOC-Schip ‘Amsterdam’ 
The National Maritime Museum Amsterdam is closed due to major renovations. The Dutch East 
Indiaman ‘Amsterdam’ remains open to the public and is moored beside science center NEMO. 
The Maritime Museum is home to one of the most impressive maritime collections in the world. 
The 350 year old building is closed until 2010 for extensive renovations. 
 
Amsterdam Festivals 
Amsterdam is one of the most important cultural centres of Europe. The position of  Amsterdam 
as Festival city plays an important role. Amsterdam offers rich, powerful, diverse and attractive 
festivals throughout the year. A lot of festivals have a ‘language no problem’ policy. For more 
information www.amsterdamfestivals.nl 
AF 
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17 October 2008 to 
11 January 2009 
 

City Archive Amsterdam -  The world of Christiaan A ndriessen. 
Drawings from an Amsterdam diary, 1805-1808  
17 October 2008 - 11 January 2009 
This exhibition will show you the hundred finest pages from 
the unique drawn diary that Christiaan Andriessen created 
between 1805 and 1808. His main topics were friends and 
relatives, political events and impressions of Amsterdam 
street life. 
 

17 October 2008 to 
29 March 2009 
 

PROTEST ! Campaign Posters from 1965 - Verzetsmuseu m 
Women’s lib, the right to abortion, Apartheid - over the 
years Amsterdam has seen pro and anti posters of all kinds 
appearing throughout the city. In PROTEST! the Dutch 
Resistance Museum provides an impression of different 
forms of protest. Who was against what? See whether you 
learn all about the Dutch people’s efforts to improve the 
world. 
 

31 October 2008 to 
10 May 2009 
AAC 
 

Vodou, Art & Mysticism - Tropenmuseum 
From 31 October 2008 till 10 May 2009 the star exhibits 
from the Lehmann collection, the most important collection 
of Vodou artefacts on Haiti, will be on display at the 
Tropenmuseum. Vodou is a popular religion in Haiti. The 
exhibition features over 250 (art) objects with links to the 
world of gods and spirits and the associated rituals. Many of 
them have never been exhibited outside Haiti before. 
 

17 November 2008 
to February 2009   
AAC 

Evening Bags - Tassenmuseum Hendrikje (Museum of Ba gs and 
Purses) 
This is the only museum in the world that houses such 
an extensive and specialised collection. The collection 
comprises some 3500 items spanning 500 years. The 
museum, situated in a building (1664) on the Herengracht 
canal, also has a museum café, an historic garden designed 
by Robert Broekema, two period rooms with original painted 
ceilings and mantles from the 17th and 18th century. 
There is also a museum shop with an assortment of purses 
and bags by Dutch and foreign designers. 
 

29 November 2008 
to 22 February 2009 
AAC 
 

Jacob Backer (1608-1651) – The Rembrandt House muse um  
Backer was one of the most successful Dutch painters of 
the seventeenth century. He owed his fame primarily to his 
unsurpassed virtuosity as a portrait painter. Around 1645 he 
was the trendiest painter in Amsterdam. His brilliant artistic 
skills were greatly admired by his contemporaries. He was 
also renowned for his drawings: his beautiful nude studies 
were extremely popular. This solo exhibition features around 
40 paintings and 20 drawings. 
 

10 December 2008 
to 8 March 2009 
 

Romeyn de Hooghe – Bijzondere Collectie Universitei t van 
Amsterdam  
The Baroque Worldview in the Golden Age is to be seen at the 
Special Collections Department. 
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13 December 2008 
to 19 April 2009 
AAC 

Holy Inspiration – De Nieuwe Kerk 
Religion and spirituality in modern art Stedelijk Museum in the New 
Church.  The Nieuwe Kerk (New Church) has invited the Stedelijk 
Museum to present highlights of its collection in Dam square. Since 
9/11 the religions of the world, in particular Christianity and the Islam, 
have been arousing controversies in broad layers of society all over 
the world. Religion is once again a heated topic of public debate. The 
exhibition Heilig Vuur (Holy Inspiration) was inspired by this new 
climate. 
 

Until 22 April 2009 
  
 

Amsterdam Wereld Boekenstad 
Amsterdam has been a centre of literature for centuries. Writers, 
editors, publishers and thinkers have enjoyed the freedom of 
expression and open dialogue this city embraces. In the year of 2009 
Amsterdam will be ‘World Book Capital’. Activities surrounding books 
and writers will take place till 22nd of April.  
For more information: www.amsterdamwereldboekenstad.nl   
  

22 December 2008 
to May 2009 
AAC 
 

Photos of Bert Nienhuis, a retrospective – Joods Hi storisch 
Museum 
The Amsterdam photographer Bert Nienhuis (1944) has 
been making portraits and series of socially committed 
photos since the 1970s. Many people will know him first and 
foremost for the portrait photos of Dutch and international 
celebrities that he took for the magazine Vrij Nederland.  
 

 
 
 
 
6 February to 3 May 
2009 
 

The Amsterdam of Martin Monnickendam – City Archive  
Amsterdam 
Amsterdam is life. And that’s indeed what you’ll see at this solo 
exhibition featuring drawings, pastels and water colours of the artist 
Martin Monnickendam (1873-1943). In his ability to play with colour 
and light this painter was unsurpassed.  
 

13 February to 7 
June 2009 
AAC 

Van Gogh and the colours of the night - Van Gogh Mu seum  
This is the first exhibition devoted to the paintings by Van Gogh with 
the theme of evening and night. This exhibition will be a major event 
for Amsterdam and there are many people expected to come for this 
specific exhibition.  
 

13 February to 13  
May 2009 
AAC 
 
 

Richard Avedon - Foam_Fotografiemuseum Amsterdam 
Richard Avedon is seen as one of the most important American 
Photographers of the twentieth century. This retrospective is 
composed by the Louisiana Museum in Denmark together with The 
Avedon Foundation and will be seen only at six places worldwide.  
 

14 February to 14 
June 2009 
AAC 
 
 

Rembrandt, A boy’s dream – Frans Hals Museum (Haarl em) 
In Holland there are not that many private collectors of Old Art and 
the most important collectors rarely show their collection in public. 
Collector George Kremer does show his collection of 50 paintings 
from the Golden Age. The highlight of this exhibition is a piece of 
Rembrandt ‘Old man with turban’. Other paintings of Dutch masters 
are also to be seen like Ferdinand Bol, Gerard Dou and Pieter de 
Hooghe.  

 

���������



for more information: www.amsterdamtourist.com  
All information and dates are subject to change.  
Amsterdam Tourism & Convention Board does not accept any responsibility should information not be accurate.  
 

 
 
 
 
19 March – 21 May 
2009 
* 
 
 

Keukenhof – Lisse 
Every spring Keukenhof is a feast for the eye. Millions of tulips and 
other bulb flowers are in bloom in spring. An overwhelming display of 
colour in a beautiful setting covering an area of 32 hectares that 
incorporates elements of traditional and modern landscape 
gardening. The flower shows in the pavilions are unique.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
25 April Flower 
Parade 2009 
 

Flower parade of the Bulb region – Noordwijk / Haar lem  
The Flower parade of the Bulb region is a procession of floats and 
passenger vehicles decorated with flowers that travels through the 
Bulb region from Noordwijk to Haarlem. 
 

29 April 2009 Queens Night – City Centre 
The evening/night before Queens Day there are a lot of nice parties 
in Amsterdam. A lot of dj’s and artists are to be found in various 
locations. For more information on the nice parties:  
www.koninginnedagamsterdam.nl 
 

30 April 2009 
* 

Queens Day – City Centre 
Thousands of people go out to sell-and-buy, listen to music and 
dance in the streets from early in the morning until late at night. 
  

 
 
 
 
5 May  
 
 

Liberation festival Amsterdam  
Near the Amstel at theatre Carré and at Museum Square you will find 
the parties to celebrate the liberation from Germany in 1945.  
 

17 May to 
9 August 2009 
AAC 

Jan Lievens (1607-1674), Paintings, illustrations a nd graphic 
design  - The Rembrandt House Museum   
The Rembrandt House Museum will showcase a major retrospective 
of Jan Lievens (1607-1674), a contemporary and rival of Rembrandt. 
Lievens shot to fame at a young age, and was one of the highest 
regarded and successful artists of his time. He was both a portrait and 
historical painter, and received commissions for works from all over 
Europe. The exhibition is organised in cooperation with the National 
Gallery in Washington and the Milwaukee Museum of Fine Art. 
Lievens produced 45 paintings, 25 illustrations and 25 prints. Thanks 
to several loans from national and international museums, a complete  
impression of Jan Lievens the artist is given. A comprehensive 
illustrated catalogue with contributions from prominent American and 
European scholars will be published for the exhibition 
 

4 May to 22 June 
2009 
AAC 

World Press Photo – Oude Kerk  
The annual World Press Photo is the most prestigious international 
photojournalism competition. Winning photos of the previous year are 
on display. 
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June 2009 to 
January 2010 
AAC 

‘Russian Court Life’ - Hermitage Amsterdam 
The spectacular opening exhibition ‘Russian Court Life’ centres on a 
day at the Russian court: an official reception given by the Tsar and 
his family, with the accompanying ceremony. The exhibition is set in 
the nineteenth century because court ceremony was at its height then. 
The Russian tsars and their court held a great appeal at that time for 
other European monarchs and nobles. The exhibition will be a 
'fountain' of Russian, West European and exotic objects which 
together present a cross section of the rich collections of the State 
Hermitage Museum. 
 

4 to 27 June 2009 
With reservation 
* 
AF 

Holland Festival – Various locations in Amsterdam   
The festival presents nine national and international top theatre 
performances, music theatre, music and dance productions in well-
known and lesser-know locations.  
 

26 June to 23 
August 2009 
AAC 
 
 

Avant-gardes ’20 I ’60. Highlights from the Stedeli jk Museum 
collection – Van Gogh Museum  
From 26 June until 23 August 2009 the Stedelijk Museum will be a 
guest of honour at the Van Gogh Museum with an exhibition entitled 
Avant-gardes ’20 I ’60. Highlights from the collection of the Stedelijk 
Museum. This exhibition can be regarded as a prelude to the 
reopening of the Stedelijk Museum at the end of 2009. It will feature 
works by artists such as Mondriaan, Malevich, Picasso, De Kooning 
and Warhol and will tell the story of the art of the most eventful 
decades of the 20th century. 
 

June to September 
2009 
AAC 
 

Reopening with an exhibition on architect Scamozzi - Royal 
Palace 
Following several years of extensive renovations, the Royal Palace on 
Dam Square will reopen its doors in June 2009 with an exhibition on 
Italian architect Vincenzo Scamozzi (1548 -1616). Scamozzi was a 
student of Andrea Palladio, who also inspired the architect 
of the Royal Palace Jacob van Campen. The Royal Palace on Dam 
Square is a champion of architecture from the Netherlands’ Golden 
Age.  
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AMSTERDAM 
 
July 2009 
* 
AF 
 
 

Julidans - Leidseplein 
For two whole weeks everything in and around Amsterdam’s famous 
square will revolve around contemporary dance. The eighteenth edition of 
Julidans will feature prominent choreographers, promising new talent, 
dance from Japan, China and Burkina Faso, plus dance films during the 
parallel Cinedans. 
 

July 2009 
* 
AF 

Over ‘t IJ Festival – NDSM Werf 
The festival will boast exciting, moving and amusing theatrical 
performances at extraordinary and unexpected venues. 
 

31 July to 2 August 
2009 

Gay Pride 2009 – City Centre  
Amsterdam Gay Pride is the largest gay event in Holland, with lots of 
cultural and sports activities and parties. The absolute highlight is the 
extravagant canal parade through the city centre canals, which will take 
place on August 2nd.     
 

 
 
 
15 to 23 August 2009 
*  
AF 

The Canal Festivals  
The venues are extraordinary in terms of remarkable or monumental 
architecture and special cultural-historical value. Inspired by an annually 
changing theme, renowned soloists and ensembles in unprecedented 
combinations compose concert programmes specially for the festival. The 
festival also features advance performances of (parts of) programmes 
that will be presented elsewhere in the Netherlands later in the season. 
The Grachtenfestival offers young musicians in particular an opportunity 
to demonstrate their talents. 
 

22 August 2009 
* 

Prinsengrachtconcert – Prinsengracht 
This world famous outdoor concert is one of the highlights of the Canal 
Festivals.  

 
 
 
 
11 to 16 September 
2009 
*  
 

International Broadcasting Convention (IBC) – RAI 
One of the biggest congresses of Holland about radio, television, cable, 
satellite and film.  
 

20 september 2009 
* 

Dam tot Damloop - Amsterdam/Zaandam  
One of the nicest runs of Holland. The marathon starts in Amsterdam and 
finishes in Zaandam.  
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October 2009 
Dates not available 
* 
AF 
 

Amsterdam Dance Event 
Amsterdam Dance Event (ADE) is a music conference and a platform for 
professionals in the electronic and dance music field. The ADE 
conference attracts labels, music publishers, managers, booking agents, 
promoters, festivals, artists and associated parties. During the night 
programme ADE turns into a club festival to which all of Amsterdam’s 
main venues participate.  
 

21 October 2009 
*  

Amsterdam Marathon 
Nowadays the marathon can be counted as one of the leading marathons 
worldwide.  The finish is in the impressive Olympic Stadium.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
November 2009 
Dates not available 
* 
AF 
AAC 
 

International Documentary Festival Amsterdam (IDFA)  
IDFA is a ten-day festival at the very centre of Amsterdam, which every 
year features the very best contemporary documentaries. More than 250 
international films will give a unique view of the world. Beautiful, creative, 
provoking, confrontational, gripping or poignant - IDFA's documentaries 
will always get people talking. 
 

22 to 29 november  
2009 

pAn - RAI 
This Amsterdam art and antique fair presents the top works of renowned 
Dutch and Flemish art and antique dealers and gallery owners. 
 
 

 
 
 
December 2009 to 
March 2010  
AAC 
 

Mike Kelley - Stedelijk Museum 
The Stedelijk will showcase one of the most significant artists of the 
second half of the twentieth century, and a major influence on art in the 
twenty-first century. Mike Kelley (1954, Detroit) exemplifies American 
performance art, utilising a variety of media including sculpture, film, 
photography and illustration in his works. Common themes include 
religion, family and sexual morality. The exhibition will also travel to the 
Whitechapel Art Gallery in London. 
 

 
December 2009 to 
April 2010 
AAC 

 
Francis Alÿs - Stedelijk Museum 
Francis Alÿs (1959, Antwerp, Belgium) was educated as an architect. In 
the late eighties, Alÿs settled in Mexico City. The numerous walks he took 
in the centre of this metropolis formed the crux of his activities. His works, 
which comprise performance, video, drawing, painting and sculpture, 
were developed in several cities; from New York and London to Lima and 
Jerusalem. Alÿs is a participant in the 2010 Vincent Award. 
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